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Dear Winston Community:

This year marks the 35th anniversary of The Winston School San 
Antonio (WSSA).  We are very proud of what has been accom-
plished over the years to improve our overall program, includ-
ing our current expansion project to provide needed space and 
new programs.  This year we have plans to extend our reach 
into the community, increase enrollment, and continue to build 
our relationships with local universities. 

On an annual basis, WSSA’s Medical-Scientific Advisory Com-
mittee plans the Winston Learning Series and the Annual 
Learning Symposium.  These events are open to our families 
and members from the San Antonio community.  The Winston 
Learning Series presents information on learning disabilities, 
teaching children that learn differently, life experiences during 

transition from high school, and timely topics like video games 
and learning.  This year’s Annual Learning Symposium wll focus 
on “Fostering Resilient Learners”.  These programs have proved 
to be beneficial when reaching out to the communities. An ad-
ditional effort will be made this year to expand the marketing 
possibilities to increase our reach into the broader community. 

A byproduct of extending our reach into the community is 
an increase in the school’s enrollment.  Once the expansion 
is completed, additional space will be available to grow our 
programs.  With the increase in enrollment, WSSA will continue 
its educational philosophy by keeping classes small and by 
delivering consistent curriculum and instruction.

WSSA has a strong relationship with Trinity University, The 
University of the Incarnate Word, and Texas A&M University San 
Antonio.  There will be a concerted effort to develop associa-
tions with other universities to share our mission and opportu-
nities for collaboration.

Over the past 35 years, WSSA has developed into a vibrant 
school community with plans to continue the evolution of our 
program.  We are looking forward to a great school year, and as 
always, we welcome suggestions or ideas that will benefit and 
expand our programs. 

A Word From Our Headmaster

 y ADHD 

 y Anxiety

 y Technology

 y Accommodations

 y Mindfulness

Breakout SessionsFostering 
Resilient
Learners

30th Annual 
Learning 
Symposium

Continuing Education Credits Available 

Friday, January 24, 2020  |  8:30am - 4pm

20
20

REGISTRATION INFORMATION  
210.615.7485  |  winston-sa.org/symposium/

Save the Date for our 
30th Annual Learning Symposium

sincerely, 

Charles J. Karulak, Ed.D.
Headmaster
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A Conversation with Kristin Ashley
After completing her first full year as a Winston teacher, Ms. Ashley sat down 
with us to talk about her experience in Lower School, and the great changes she 
saw in her students. 

Tell us a little about your
educational background.  I 
grew up in the San Antonio 
area and graduated from 
Boerne Champion High School. 
I attended Trinity University, 
where I earned my Bachelors 
and Masters degrees. After 
teaching in public school for 
three years, I joined the Winston 
family as a D Core teacher.

What is your favorite Winston 
memory so far? 
Easily the Camp Eagle trip; I was 
able to bond with the kids there 
in a way that would never be 
possible inside a classroom. I 
loved watching them grow and 
take on new challenges.

What led you to teach at Winston? I come from a family of 
educators, so being a teacher is something ingrained in me. On top 
of that, I grew up surrounded by people with varying abilities and 
strengths. That diversity enriched my life so much, so I was eager 
to come to Winston, where each of our students learn in their own 
unique way.

What was your first impression of Winston?
My first impression actually came when I was still studying at Trinity. 
I did classroom observation at Winston, and walked away thinking, 
“wow, they are really approaching teaching in the right way.”

What has been the most helpful part of Winston life? The 
parent support. Seeing so many parents come to events like the 
Symposium is inspirational; they are willing to move mountains 
to work with their children. Their dedication has helped me realize 
that we are really all on this journey together. 

What surprised you about Winston? 
The quick transformation of so many students, especially in terms 
of their confidence! I remember one student who couldn’t make 
eye contact with me at the start of the school year. Within just a 
few weeks at Winston, he had come out of his shell; I had to begin 
asking him to stop talking in class!

What part of Winston are you most proud of?
As the Early Act sponsor, I get a front seat to the generosity and 
compassion our kids show. Programs like Rotary Early Act and 
Interact teach our kids to embrace their selflessness.  The first time 
I saw this in action was at the Interact Sea World trip, where our 
students guided physically disabled children through the park. Our 
students were amazing! They went above and beyond to make sure 
everyone had fun. I see Early Act as a stepping stone leading to a 
service-oriented life, and I am proud to be a part of it. 

“I did classroom 
observation at 
Winston, and 
walked away 

thinking, “wow, 
they are really 
approaching 

teaching in the 
right way.”

Perspectives

A little about you...
What was your favorite subject when you 
were in school? Art and reading were always 
favorites of mine.

Current favorite Netflix show?
I’m currently rewatching Friends!

What do you do in your spare time?
I love to sew and run. My family lives locally, so 
I also spend time with them anytime I can.

Any last comments about your first year?
I am so happy to be here. I’ve always loved 
teaching, but the flexibility we have as edu-
cators at Winston makes me feel like an even 
more effective teacher. Every day I walk into 
my classroom, I feel empowered to address 
each of my students’ individual needs and 
celebrate every one of their differences. 
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After a multi-year strategic capital campaign, The Winston 
School San Antonio broke ground on its new facility in March 
2019! With construction currently underway, estimates indicate 
that the doors to the new facility will open in 2020. 

Winston Breaks Ground 
On Campus ExpansionConstruction Progress

Groundbreaking

May 2019April 2019

April 2019 May 2019

July 2019

June 2019

Thank you to everyone who made 
this achievement possible!

The groundbreaking ceremony for Winston’s campus expansion took place on March 26, 2019. 
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Facility Entrance

Winston Breaks Ground 
On Campus Expansion

Winston’s exciting campus expansion will foster the growth of crucial extracurricular and academic programs, and 
will increase the size of our educational space by almost 50%. Winston’s new building will include a variety of valuable 
spaces, including a Dining & Assembly Hall, space for the visual and performing arts, a workshop, and much more. 

Dining Hall Art Room

the Winston school san Antonio  |   5



2019 College 
Acceptances

Austin College
Beacon College
Blinn College
Concordia University - Texas
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University
Escoffier Culinary School
Green Mountain College
Loyola University - New Orleans
Northland College
Northwest Vista College
Palo Alto College
Prescott College
Rochester Institute of Technology
San Antonio College
Schreiner University
St. Edward's University
St. Mary's University
St. Philip's College
Southwestern University
SUNY - College of Environmental
Science and Forestry
Texas Christian University
Texas Lutheran University
Texas State Technical College
Texas State University
University of Colorado - 
    Colorado Springs
University of the Incarnate Word
University of North Texas
The University of Texas
The University of Texas - San Antonio

The Winston graduating class of 
2019 were offered acceptances 
into 27 different colleges and 
universities, and earned $1,064,500 
in scholarships.  

Graduation
On May 18, 2019, 25 seniors graduated from Winston. 
Evan McGinnis, the 2019 Salutatorian, gave the welcome 
address to the crowd of proud friends and family 
members. Valedictorian Matthew Alsip celebrated the 
athletic, artistic, and academic accomplishments of the 
class of 2019 and thanked Winston for providing the 
environment in which their true talents could flourish. 
We congratulate our 2019 senior class for accomplishing 
their high school goals, and we wish them the best as 
they continue down their individual paths of success!

Class of 2019

Baccalaureate
Each year on the evening before graduation day, Winston hosts a baccalaureate 
service. This special ceremony is an opportunity for our community to honor the 
accomplishments of each graduating senior. While the traditional graduation ceremony 
honors the accomplishments of the class as a whole, baccalaureate is more personalized; 
statements are made by a parent, teacher, and student, and each senior is asked to 
stand with their family as a passage detailing their involvement, interests, and future 
goals is read aloud to the audience.

At Winston, we understand that the journey to graduation can often be a difficult one. 
Therefore, we feel it is important that each senior is individually congratulated and 
recognized for reaching this milestone. As parent Claire Endersby noted on the evening 
of this year’s service, “Today I am so thankful for the Winston School and all it has done 
to help our family overcome Will’s learning differences. I have watched many of the 2019 
graduates over the years develop their individualism, character, empathy, and to use their 
grit to overcome their difficulties in school. Congratulations to all of you!”
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KAMILA SOPHIA ALICEA will be attending 
Northwest Vista College with a major in 
Biology.

MATTHEW JAMES ALSIP  (2019 
Valedictorian) will be attending Northland 
College with a major in Natural Resources.

GABRIELA JOLIE AUBER will be attending 
The University of Texas at San Antonio with a 
major in Cybersecurity.

JULIANNE GRACE BROWN will be attending 
San Antonio College with plans to transfer to 
Our Lady of the Lake University.

DESTANY MARIE CALDERA will be attending 
Northwest Vista College with a major in 
Kinesiology. 

JOHN HARRIS CRIM plans to continue his 
employment at the San Antonio Zoo.

JADEN GRACE CRUMPTON will be attending 
Texas State University with a major in Biology.

DANIEL COLE DURDIN will be attending St. 
Mary’s University with a major in Electrical 
Engineering. 

WILLIAM FRANK ENDERSBY will be 
attending Texas State University with a major 
in Business and Pre-Med.

SARAH CATHERINE HENNINGTON will be 
attending Northwest Vista College.

MEGAN LINDSAY JORDAN will be attending 
San Antonio College with a major in Fine Arts.

ANDREW THOMAS MAGANA will be attend-
ing San Antonio College with plans to transfer 
to The University of Texas at San Antonio with 
a major in Biology.

EVAN QUINN MCGINNIS (2019 Salutatorian) 
will be attending Texas Lutheran University 
with a major in History.

IAN ANDREW MITCHELL will be attending 
The University of Texas at San Antonio with a 
major in Engineering.

SYDNEY JOLENE MOORE will be attending 
Texas State University with a major in 
Business Management and Accounting.

DIEGO ENRIQUE MORALES will be attending 
The University of Texas at San Antonio with a 
major in Fine Arts.

AIDAN ANDREI O’NEILL will be attending 
Texas State Technical College to study Airframe 
and Powerplant Technology with plans to 
become an Aircraft Mechanic. 

DREYA SNOW PEMBERTON will be attending 
San Antonio College with a major in Mortuary 
Science.

BLAKE MILLS POAGE will be attending 
Texas State Technical College with a major in 
Welding.

CONNOR MICHAEL ROBERTSON will 
be attending The University of Texas at 
San Antonio with a major in Mechanical 
Engineering.

SARAH VIRGINIA STRYBOS will be attending 
Schreiner University with a major in Early 
Childhood Education.

FRANKLIN MONDEL UNION will be 
attending San Antonio College with a major 
in Kinesiology.

JACK RICHARD SUTTER will be attending 
Schreiner University with a major in 
Marketing.

RACHEL ANN WRIGHT will be attending St. 
Philip’s College with a major in Sonography. 

SARAH ELIZABETH YEADON will be 
attending Beacon College with a major in 
Anthrozoology.

Class of 2019  |   Future Plans
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March

March 22
Auction & Gala Packaging Party

Thanks to all our awesome 
volunteers, we were able to package all 
of our Silent Auction baskets in one day!

March 6-8
MS Trip to Camp Eagle

Camp fires, zip lines,  kayaking, and 
other activities helped Middle School 
students build confidence and bond 

with one another.

March 29
Campus Groundbreaking

Our planned campus expansion 
became reality when we hosted our 

Groundbreaking Ceremony on March 
29. Students, families, our campaign 
committee, school board, and local 

media were all on campus to celebrate 
this achievement!

Scene on Campus January - June 2019

Over 300 attendees were able to 
experience Keynote Presenter, 

Dr. Kaveri Subramanyam discuss 
the  topic of  “Child Development in a 

Digital World”

In 2019,  we were proud to induct 6 
new members into our Junior Beta 
Club (top photo), 4  new members 
into our National Beta Club, and 

9 new members into the National 
Honor Society (bottom photo).

January 
January 25

Winston’s 29th Annual 
Learning Symposium

January 29
Beta & NHS New Member 

Induction

February

February 26
Winston Career Day

February 18-22
Upper School Class Trips

9th & 10th  Grades - Houston, TX

11th Grade - Big Bend National Park, TX

12th Grade  - Universal Studios, FL

Winston welcomed professionals 
and experts from a wide range of 
fields to present information on 

their jobs and expertise to students 
across all grades.
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Scene on Campus   |   January - June 2019

April
April 6 

30th Annual Auction & Gala

A big thank you to the over 400 guests 
who attended our 30th Annual Auc-
tion and Gala, “Havana Nights.” The 

evening raised significant funds for our 
Tuition Assistance program!

April 11-13
ISAS Fine Arts Festival

Winston art students attended the largest 
arts festival for independent schools in 
the country. Our students showcased a 

variety of artwork including photography, 
painting, drama, and music.

April 18
King Antonio Visits Winston

King Antonio and his Royal Court 
stopped by Winston to present student 

and teacher awards, as well as 
promote Fiesta 2019 and the annual 

Texas Cavaliers River Parade!

May

May 17 
Winston Cub Scouts Ceremony

Winston Cub Scouts (Pack 402) 
celebrated their awards and badges as 

they advanced to the next rank in 
Cub Scouts.

May 2 
Athletic Banquet

Our annual athletic banquet was 
an opportunity to recognize and 
celebrate all of our athletes and 

sports teams.

May 18
Graduation Class of 2019 

25 members of the  Class of 2019
graduated on May 18 at our 

graduation ceremony held on campus.
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June
June 1

Winston Interact Sea World

Our Winston Interact Club hosted 
children from Acuna, Mexico at Sea 

World for a day. Mr Canales and 
Dr. Karulak also helped out at this 
event coordinated by The Boerne 

Sunrise Rotary Club. 

June 17 - July12
Summer At Winston

Students from SAISD were able to 
attend Winston’s academic summer 

program thanks to support from 
The Harvey E. Najim  

Charitable  Foundation. 

We are looking 
forward to 

another great 
year at Winston!



Everyone has a unique path to success, and at Winston 
we strive to help each individual student uncover that 
path. Here, college planning begins in Middle School; 
7th grade students participate in college and career 
lessons that continue throughout Upper School. This 
early introduction builds a foundation for success.  

From Winston’s innovative Transitions course (where 
students learn essential skills like budgeting, self-
advocacy, and resume-building) to the personalized 
mock job interviews each senior takes part in, Winston 

students are given opportunities to best prepare them 
for their futures. 

Winston is a college preparatory school. However, we 
encourage students to follow the path in which they 
will find the most success. College and Career Counselor
Toni Schexnyder works individually with students 
and families to find out if that best path is immediate 
enrollment at a four-year college, getting started at a 
two-year college or trade school, or finding their niche 
in the workforce.

Upper School Perspectives

College & Career Program
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How long have you been at Winston? 
This will be my 3rd year. I started in 7th grade.

What is a book you could read multiple times? 
The Diary of Anne Frank

What are your hobbies? 
I enjoy singing, playing volleyball, and traveling.

Favorite subject in school? History.

What is your favorite sport and do you play the sport at 
Winston? 
Volleyball is my favorite 
sport and I do play at 
Winston!  This year I also 
plan on being on the 
Winston Cheer Team. 

If you could meet any person from the past, who would it 
be and why? What would you ask them?
I would meet my great grandfather and ask him what it was 
like for him growing up.

What did you do over the summer? 
I traveled a lot! I went to Seattle and 
Hawaii with my family.

What would you like to do as a 
career? 
I would like to study nursing and 
become a nurse. 

What are five words that describe you?
Funny, Smart, Kind, Loving, Accepting.

What is your favorite thing about Winston? 
My learning abilities have improved, and I’ve made more 
friends.

What do you hope to achieve this school year? 
I hope to improve my grades and to strive for excellence.

Student Spotlight:  Sadie A.  |   Freshman    |  Age 15

Saturday, September 21, 2019  
9:00am - 12:00pm
“Walking in the Shoes of a 
Child with Learning Disabilities”
This intense, interactive 
workshop gives attendees a 
first-hand understanding of the 
difficulties students with reading 
and language disabilities 
encounter. Presented in 
conjunction with Trinity 
University.  

Tuesday, October 15, 2019
7:00 - 8:00pm
“Teaching the Child who Learns 
Differently”  
Winston’s faculty and staff will 
present strategies and tools 
that can help students with 
learning disabilities become 
more successful in school. 

Tuesday, January 7, 2020
7:00 - 8:00pm
“Life After Winston” 
A panel of Winston alumni 
will speak about their life 
experiences and the transition 
from Winston to college and/or 
their careers. Moderated by 
Charles J. Karulak, Ed.D., 
Headmaster.

Tuesday, April 7, 2020
7:00 - 8:00pm
“Video Games and Learning” 
Video games and virtual 
worlds are more than just 
entertainment—they can be 
powerful and effective teaching 
tools. Dr. Love will discuss what 
happens during “gaming” time.   
Presented by Dr. Sherita Love, 
Ph.D., Texas A&M University, 
San Antonio.

Winston Learning Series 2019-2020

 FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC    |  REGISTRATION INFORMATION  
210.615.7485  |  winston-sa.org/symposium/

CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDITS AvAILABLE  FOR TEACHERS, COUNSELORS, AND SOCIAL WORkERS.
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facebook/WssAEagles
twitter/ WinstonschoolsA
instagram/winstonschoolsanantonio

The Winston School San Antonio
8565 Ewing Halsell Drive
san Antonio, tX 78229
210.615.6544  •  winston-sa.org
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Are you interested in making a legacy gift to Winston? 
Contact 210-615-7485 for more information.


