
WINSTON

 Advocating For Minds That Learn Differently

Distance Learning   P4

Graduation 2020  P8

Campus Expansion  P6

Summer/Fall 2020A publication for the Winston Community



Dear Winston Community,  

Even though we are still in the midst of a pandemic and a challenging 

time,  Winston’s new facility will be open to our students on the first 

day of school. This is a fantastic addition to our school program.  

Since COVID-19 became a major issue in educating our students, 

several changes were made to provide a safe learning environment for 

students and employees.  We feel that the most beneficial method to 

provide instruction for our students is in person. But for those students 

who will be participating in virtual classes, teachers have been work-

ing very hard on perfecting the delivery of distance learning. We have 

been diligent in our efforts to balance these deliveries for instruction.  

Many hours have been dedicated to increase the school’s safety 

measures, which include the purchase of sanitizing products, personal 

protective equipment, and the creation of protocols to follow when on 

campus or participating in athletics.  Various sanitizing products have 

been given to teachers and distributed evenly throughout all three 

buildings. Teachers have been educated on the use of these products 

and will wipe down student desks and high-traffic areas at different 

times during the day. Protocols have been developed for students on 

campus and we are adhering to CDC-based guidelines if informed of a 

COVID case on or off campus. As you may have already heard, Winston 

conducted a successful summer school and there were no issues 

during the four-week period.  Many of the procedures implemented 

during summer school will be replicated during the school year.  

The addition of Winston’s new facility will allow the school to add new 

programs, expand upon existing programs, and offer new, flexible 

spaces.  New programs this year are welding and woodworking cours-

es, which you can read more about in this newsletter. The school has 

purchased equipment to conduct these classes, which will be taught 

by a seasoned industrial arts instructor. Programs that were expanded 

with new equipment in each class are music, drama, digital media, 

and art.  New spaces include our very first dining hall with a small 

kitchen, a green room, a garage and office for maintenance, offices for 

advancement, a stage for drama, a dedicated room for the extended 

day program, and a new outdoor basketball court.  

We are all very thankful to our donors and Board of Trustees for raising 

the funds for this new building on our campus. This year may contin-

ue to challenge us, but as a community we are resilient and we will 

prevail.  

A Word From Our Headmaster

Save the Date for our VIRTUAL
31st Annual Learning Symposium
January 30th, 2021

Sincerely, 

Charles J. Karulak, Ed.D.
Headmaster
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A Conversation with Robyn Borth
In 2020, Robyn Borth celebrated 10 years as a Winston teacher. We sat down 
with her to talk about her experience at Winston over the past decade. 

Tell us a little bit about your educational background.
Throughout my entire post-secondary education journey, I 
was always focused on becoming a teacher. I received my BS in 
Elementary Education from University of Montana Western, a 
BS in Special Education from Great Falls University, and my MA 
in Reading, Curriculum, and Instruction from Grand Canyon 
University.

What is your favorite Winston memory so far?
My favorite memory so far has been receiving the Headmaster’s 
Award for my role in helping implement Winston’s Transitions 
Program. The fact that my hard work was recognized by 
administration made me feel more valued as a teacher than I ever 
had before. 

What led you to teach at Winston?
After college, I taught at a private school in Alabama, which also 
had a mission of serving students with learning differences. When 
I moved to Texas, I remembered a former parent had mentioned 
Winston’s programs. I was fortunate that there was an available 
position when I arrived in San Antonio!

What was your first impression of Winston?
I felt like Winston was home; it was a very caring, loving 
environment for both students and teachers.

What has been the most helpful or beneficial part of Winston 
life? There are two aspects that make Winston great—our 
administrators are always accommodating to teacher needs, and 
collaborating with my coworkers is a fun and easy process!

What surprised you about 
Winston?
I am always amazed by the level of 
confidence our students achieve 
after a few short months enrolled in 
our programs. 

What part of Winston are you   
most proud of?
I am incredibly proud of how we 
have rallied together in good and 
bad times. The COVID-19 pandemic 
has been a perfect example of the 
camaraderie and teamwork our 
Winston family is capable of. 

“I am always 
amazed by the level 
of confidence our 
students achieve 
after a few short 

months enrolled in 
our programs.”

Perspectives

A little about you...
Favorite school subject?  History
Favorite candy? Swedish Fish
Current favorite Netflix show? Sweet Magnolias
What do you do in your spare time?  I love spending time with my 
family. My weekends are full of fun with my husband and daughter. 
Any pets?  One dog, Ranger! 
Any last comments about your first 10 years at Winston? This has 
been an eventful, exciting journey. I am grateful for the experience I 
have had; my first decade at Winston flew by! 
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In Spring 2020, Winston faculty, 
staff, and administration rose to the 
challenges created by the COVID-19 
virus outbreak. Following a rapid, 
intensive planning and coordination 
process, on March 18th Winston 
launched its distance learning program 
for students in grades K-12. 

Our distance learning program included 
the use of Google Classroom, Zoom, 
other web conferencing platforms, and 
RenWeb/FACTS. 

Chromebooks were provided to 
every student and the school offered 
counseling and tutoring services as 
requested by families. 

Through regular email and video 
updates, Dr. Karulak kept the Winston 
community informed throughout this 
difficult period. 

As the uncertainty of the situation 
increased and the need for distance 
learning continues, Winston 
continuously evolved its virtual 
education structure to meet the needs 
of students in the most effective 
manner possible.

Despite the difficulties that have 
arisen throughout 2020, the Winston 
community has truly come together 
to support our students and ensure 
that they receive the best possible 
education—regardless of whether that 
is in a classroom or through a computer 
screen. 

As plans for the 2020-2021 school 
year have developed, Winston’s 
administration has drawn on the 
knowledge we gained during the 
spring and summer to ensure that we 
continue to provide the most optimal 
education programs possible moving 
forward. 

Distance Learning

March and April brought a 
fast-paced learning exercise in 

teaching and learning from home.



Distance Learning
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March 2020

March 13
Schools across Texas extend their spring 
breaks by one week to limit the spread 
of the coronavirus.  

March 17: 
San Antonio area schools extend their 
school closures through April 3rd.

March 16: 
Winston faculty meet on-campus to 
discuss distance education options. 

March 18: 
Winston launches a formal distance 
learning program using Zoom and 
Google Classrooms.

March 19
Governor Abbott mandates all Texas 
schools remain closed until April 9th.

March 25: 
Dr. Karulak begins sending a weekly 
COVID-19 communication update to the 
Winston community.

April 2020

April 2: 
Virtual Question & Answer session 
with Dr. K and Mr. Yocham is held on 
Facebook Live.

April 17: 
Governor Abbott mandates that 
schools remain closed through the 
end of the school year. 

May 2020

May 16: 
Winston holds a virtual graduation 
ceremony streamed live for families all 
over the world to watch.

May 20: 
The school year ends with the use of 
distance learning platforms.Ms. Ashley conducting a Lower School Zoom Class



2020 College 
Acceptances

Abilene Christian University

Colorado State University

Florida Keys Community College

Hendrix College

Northeast Lakeview College

Northwest Vista College

Ringling College of Art and Design

Sam Houston State University

San Antonio College

Schreiner University

Southern Careers Institute

St. Edward’s University

St. Mary’s University

Texas A&M - Corpus Christi

Texas A&M - San Antonio

Texas A&M University

Texas State University

Texas Tech University

The University of North Texas

The University of Texas at San Antonio

Trinity University

University of the Incarnate Word

The Winston graduating class of 
2020 has 37 acceptances into 22 
different colleges & universities 
and has earned $1,140,300  in 

scholarships. 

Graduation
On May 16, 2020, 24 seniors 
graduated from Winston. Theo 
Crenshaw was our Valedictorian 
and Gianna Freiler was our 
Salutatorian. Due to COVID-19, 
we hosted a virtual graduation 
that was streamed live across 
the globe via Spotify. Dr. Karulak 
and Mr. Yocham presented the 
ceremony while students and their 
families were included via Zoom 
from home. Invocation was by 
Mrs. Andi Ingram (Chaplain) and 
our Commencement Speaker was 
David Chancellor (News Anchor, 
New4 San Antonio).

Class of 2020
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Theo Crenshaw
2020 Valedictorian

Gianna Freiler
2020 Salutatorian



RILEY ROBERT ANDERSON will be attending 
Northwest Vista College.

IAN JOSEPH BARRIOS will be attending 
University of the Incarnate Word with a major 
in Fashion & Design.

MADELYNN GRACE BRIGGS will be 
attending Trinity University with a major in 
Computer Science.

STANLEY JAMES CRENSHAW  will be 
attending Ringling College of Art & Design 
with plans to transfer to Our Lady of the Lake 
University.

THEODORE EDWARD CRENSHAW  (2020 
Valedictorian) will be attending Trinity 
University with a major in Biology. 

MACKENZIE CAMERON EASTRIDGE plans 
to move to Canada to pursue a career in 
glassblowing.

GIANNA LOUISE FREILER (2020 Salutatorian) 
will be participating in a gap year, during 
which she will complete community service 
and gain life experience.

SEBASTIAN ZACHARY HASTINGS  will be 
attending Colorado State University with a 
major in Aerospace Engineering.

QUINN MARIE KANDRA will be attending 
the University of North Texas with a major in 
Photojournalism.

EMILY KATHERINE LEAMING will be 
attending University of the Incarnate Word 
with a major in Psychology.

SAMUEL COFFEE LOGGIE will be attending 
Northwest Vista College with a major in 
Archaeology. 

DILLON DAVIS MEIER  will be attending San 
Antonio College with a major in Business and 
a certification in HVAC.

LAWSON PAUL NELSON will be attending 
The University of Texas San Antonio with a 
major in Cybersecurity. 

SAMUEL WILDER NELSON will be attending 
St. Mary’s University.

THOMAS CALEB PARTRIDGE will be 
attending Northeast Lakeview College.

RACHEL JOYCE PERRY will be attending 
Northwest Vista College with a major in Art.

PAIGE ELIZABETH PROMECENE will be 
attending Schreiner University with a major in 
Sports Management.

WILLIAM BENJAMIN ROSEN will be 
attending Texas A&M University San Antonio 
with a major in Biology.

JOSHUA CORDELL RUIZ will be attending 
Northwest Vista College to pursue a career as 
a Texas Game Warden.

RYAN ALEXANDER SMITH  will be attending 
the University of North Texas with a major in 
Music.

JAKOB JONAH UNION will be attending 
Florida Keys Community College.

AVEN BARNES VENZOR will be attending 
Abilene Christian University with a major in 
Biology.

SEAN WILLIAM CARL WALLACE will be 
attending Northwest Vista College with a 
major in Math and 3D Modeling.

ESTEBAN XAVIER-ANASTACIO WIGGINS 
will be attending Southern Careers Institute 
to begin training for a career in HVAC.

Class of 2020  |   Future Plans
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Campus Expansion Update
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In the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
construction on Winston’s new facility 
continued throughout the 2020 summer. 
The school’s plans to open the doors 
to the new building in the fall has been 
something to look forward to in the midst 
of a difficult national climate. 

Over the summer, the Keller-Martin 
construction crew worked tirelessly 
through the heat and tropical storms 
to finalize structural components of the 
building, install fixtures, and complete 
finishing touches like painting walls and 
installing light fixtures.

As project carpenter James put it, 
“aside from problems with the weather, 
this project has been a joy to work 
on. Standing in the building today, 
I’m amazed at how functional and 
aesthetically appealing the space is.” 

The entire Winston community is thrilled 
that this new building will be put to good 
use during the 2020-2021 school year, we 
are looking forward to witnessing 

the positive impact it will have on 
our students’ artistic and educational 
development. 

We are grateful to every member of our 
community who made the completion of 
this project possible, and we look forward 
to welcoming our supporters onto the 
campus for a grand opening celebration 
this fall!

Campus Expansion Update

“The new space will foster and facilitate creativity 
and allow us to bring in new and exciting media. 
The Art Studio is a blank canvas just waiting to 
be filled with beautiful art created by Winston 
Students” –Stacie Lewis, Art Teacher

WHAT WILL BE IN THE NEW BUILDING?

  Dining & Assembly Hall
  Art Studio
  Black Box Theater
  Music Classroom
  Digital Media Studio
  Conference Room & More!



Every student has their own path 
to success, and this year Winston is 
adding yet another program that will 
help students uncover and expand 
upon new skills they will be able to 
use throughout life. 

In 2020, Winston students will have 
the opportunity to participate in 
our new welding and woodworking 
program. This year, four welding and 
woodworking classes will be offered. 
In future years, advanced class 
options will also be made available. 
Eventually, these elective courses will 
have a certification program for high 
school students to earn dual credit. 

Winston’s welding and woodworking 
instructor, Mr. Cornelio Ontiveros, 
explains why these programs are 
so appropriate for our students. 
“Welding and woodworking are hands-
on skills that are perfect for kinesthetic 
learners. Students interested in 
following a career in engineering, 

woodworking, carpentry, or welding 
can benefit immensely from this 
class. This program will help students 
develop skills they can use in their 
careers or even at home.”

This program will also allow us to 
expand our art program; students 
will be able to create artistic metal 
and wood pieces. Shop students 
will also support Winston’s drama 
program by building sets and props 
for theater productions. 

In this program, students will learn to 
read blueprints, understand design 
and fabrication, and use AutoCAD. 
Examples of planned projects include 
the creation of picnic tables, grills, 
firepits, and more.

The workshop will be equipped with 
leading-edge tools, including a MIG 
Welder, TIG Welder, Plasma cutter, 
saws, drill stations, and more.  

We are so excited to be able to offer 
this program to our students. We look 
forward to seeing how the welding 
and woodworking courses will 
provide Upper School students with 
new skills that will prepare them for 
careers and give them access to new 
pathways of success. 

Pictured Above: Winston’s AWS SENSE 
(Schools Excelling through National 
Skills Standards Education) Certification; 
Winston is now certified through the AWS 
SENSE Program, which develops and 
implements welding standards throughout 
the US and worldwide. 

Upper School Perspectives

Welding & Woodworking Program
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Welding continues 
to be a high-demand 
career. Winston’s new 
program is providing 
an accelerated path 

to the workforce.
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Emma attended Winston for 8 years, 
from 5th to 12th grade, and graduated 
in 2016. In May 2020, Emma graduated 
from the University of Findlay with a 
Bachelor of Science Degree in English 
Equestrian with a Business Emphasis.

Recently, we caught up with her to 
discuss her experience at Winston, her 
time in college, and her future plans.

 

What is your favorite Winston 
memory?  My favorite memories come 
from being on the cheerleading team 
from 8th grade -12th grade. I cheered 
with my best friends and captained the 
team my junior and senior year.

What do you do to relax and have fun?  
I love to ride horses, ski, snowboard, and 
travel the world.
 
What did you do in college to prepare 
for your career? In college, I was very 
involved in the equestrian field. During 
the year, I worked in the University 
of Findlay’s barn and I was a member 
of the English IHSA (Intercollegiate 
Horse Show Association) riding team 
all four years. Every summer, I worked 
internships at barns in the San Antonio 
and Austin area.
 
What classes did you enjoy most in 
college? I enjoyed all of my horse-
related classes, from equine science to 
my barn classes.
 

Did you have any unique college 
experiences you would like to share? 
My senior year, I was fortunate to study 
abroad. During my time overseas, I 
trained for a month at the German 
Riding School in Warendorf, Germany.
 
Where do you see yourself in 5 years?
In five years, I hope to work and 
train under a top professional in 
the equestrian industry, working 
towards the FEI (Federation Equestrian 
International) and the Longines Global 
Champions Tour. My long-term goal is 
to own and run my own barn, ride and 
train horses, and hopefully become one 
of the top riders in the industry!

Alumni Update: Where are they now?

Emma Price
Class of 2016

Please send your alumni updates to our Advancement Department at 
 development-group@winston-sa.org so that we can feature you next. We look forward to hearing how our

 graduates and alumni are making their way in the world, and sharing the news with our community!

Sara Moravits
Class of 2015
Sara graduated from 
Colorado School of 
Mines in 2020 with 
a B.S. in Petroleum 
Engineering and a 
minor in Economics. 
She is now an Operations Trainee for 
Vulcan Materials Company. Upon 
completion of the training, Sara will head 
to Los Angeles as a Plant Manager with 
Vulcan.  

Ian Scarff
Class of 2015
Ian recently 
graduated from 
undergrad at Texas 
A&M University with 
a major in Statistics 
and a minor in 
Economics. Ian is currently working on 
his Masters of Science in Data Analytics 
at UTSA. 

Katie Cohn
Class of 2014
Katie graduated from 
Texas State University 
in 2019 with a B.S. 
in Family Consumer 
Science and a minor 
in Business. After 
graduation, she worked in Houston as 
a technical recruiter for Exxon Mobil 
through TEKsystems. In July 2020, she 
moved back to San Antonio to start 
a career as a Financial Advisor with 
Raymond James & Associates.

ALUMNI UPDATES   ALUMNI UPDATES  ALUMNI UPDATES    ALUMNI UPDATES
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Are you interested in making a legacy gift to Winston? 
Contact 210-615-7485 for more information.


